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RECOGNIZING MS. LISA COHEN

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 15, 2017

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
recognize Ms. Lisa Cohen, Executive Director
of the Washington Global Health Alliance, in
light of her retirement. During a CODEL to the
Middle East | visited Afghanistan as a fresh-
man in Congress and visited an abandoned
school meant for female students. Yet unfortu-
nately, it was not used for very long due to
rule of law that girls are not allowed to be edu-
cated. Since then, | made it a mission to serve
as a Co-Chair on the Global Health and Pov-
erty Caucus and fought for the opportunity that
girls can and should be educated. And | could
not have done this without the extremely im-
portant and valuable partnership of Ms.
Cohen. From day one, Ms. Cohen has never
said no in helping me fight for human rights
around the world, and in fact, she has taught
and encouraged me to take on other global
issues that we must stand for today. Ms.
Cohen has been such a wonderful force in the
global community, and not just in the Seattle
area, but around the country, as she has been
diligently working to form an alliance in the At-
lanta region too. With more alliances for global
health, we can someday have a world where
polio no longer exists and every woman can
give a healthy birth to a child in a fully-func-
tioning hospital. | will truly miss working with
Ms. Lisa Cohen of the Washington Global
Health Alliance, but am delighted to know that
we shall remain friends. | thank Ms. Cohen for
everything that she has done to make this
world a better place for every single person.

——————

PEARLAND BASKETBALL COACH
WINS 700TH GAME

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 15, 2017

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Pearland High School's Steve
Buckelew for winning his 700th game as a
boys’ basketball coach.

Steve’'s 700th game was won as he
coached the Pearland High School Oilers to
an 83-48 home victory over Brazoswood High
School. Steve has been a basketball coach for
the last 32 years, with his last 21 years as
Pearland’s head coach. He spent time coach-
ing basketball teams in Arkansas, Louisiana
and Texas, with five years as an assistant
coach at Louisiana Tech. When asked how
many more wins are left in him, he said “I
don’t know, but I'd like to get about six or
seven more this year.”

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Steve Buckelew of Pearland for winning his
700th game as a boys’ basketball coach. We
are extremely proud to have him coaching our
athletes to victory each year. Keep up the
good work.
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IN MEMORY OF BARRY JOLLETT

HON. THOMAS J. ROONEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 15, 2017

Mr. THOMAS J. ROONEY of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to honor the life and
service of Barry Jollett, of Punta Gorda, Flor-
ida, who tragically passed away on March 1.

When Barry and his wife, Mary, moved to
Florida 15 years ago, they immersed them-
selves in our local community. For the past
four years, Barry took on the challenge of
serving as the Chairman of the Charlotte
County Republicans, as well as the Vice Chair
for the Republican Executive Committee.
Under his leadership, the Charlotte County
Republicans continued to spread their mes-
sage throughout our community and the entire
county is better because of it.

Barry was no stranger to leadership roles
when he moved to Florida. Before starting his
lifelong career with Verizon, he served in the
United States Navy during the Vietnam War.
He also served as a Commodore for the PGl
Seafarers, and his dedication to our country
was evident even after he left our military. We
are all eternally grateful for his service and
leadership.

| have had the pleasure of meeting Barry
many times during my tenure in office and |
believe that his memory will be preserved in
the legacy he left behind. Barry was a strong
leader, a loyal patriot and hard worker. But
more importantly, he was a friendly neighbor,
loving husband and caring father. His memory
will never be forgotten.

Mr. Speaker, | speak for all of Charlotte
County when | say that Barry Jollett will be
truly missed. My thoughts and prayers are
with his wife Mary and their family during this
time.

IN HONOR OF THE 250TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BRICK PRES-
BYTERIAN CHURCH

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 15, 2017

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Mr. Speaker, | rise to celebrate the 250th An-
niversary of The Brick Presbyterian Church,
one of the nation’s oldest and most venerable
religious institutions. The Brick Church has
been in continuous operation since 1767, with
the exception of a few years during the Revo-
lutionary War, and has a rich history of serving
the community as a spiritual home. Pastoral
leaders of The Brick Church have had a pro-
found impact on the nation as spiritual lead-
ers, brilliant composers of sacred music and
compassionate advocates for the poor, the
downtrodden and refugees.

The Brick Church began as an expansion of
the First Presbyterian Church at Wall Street,
whose growing congregation could no longer
be accommodated. lts first building was on
Beekman Street on a site now occupied by
Pace University’s downtown campus. The first
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pastor was Reverend John Rodgers who
would close the street in front of the church
during services to eliminate noise. Dr. Rod-
gers also corresponded with George Wash-
ington, was the first moderator of the General
Assembly and served as chaplain to the New
York State Legislature.

During the Revolutionary War, the British
commandeered the church for use first as a
hospital and later as a brig. By 1858, after sur-
viving two wars, three epidemics and three
fires, the church followed its congregation up-
town to Fifth Avenue at 37th Street. Nearly a
century later, in response to further migration
north, the church moved in 1940 to its present
location at 91st Street and Park Avenue.

The church’s other pastors were Gardiner
Spring (1810 through 1873), James Ormsbee
Murphy (1865 through 1875), Llewellyn Bevan
(1877 through 1882), Henry Van Dyke (1883
through 1900), Maltbie Davenport Babcock
(1900 through 1901), William Rogers Richards
(1902 through 1910), William Pierson Merrill
(1911 through 1938), Paul Austin Wolfe (1938
through 1964), D. Reginald Thomas (1965
through 1970), James Seth Stewart (1972
through 1974), and Herbert B. Anderson (1978
through 2001). Rev. Van Dyke became am-
bassador to the Netherlands under President
Woodrow Wilson and organized efforts to
serve the tens of thousands of refugees flood-
ing the country at the onset of World War I.

The Brick Church is currently led by the re-
markable Reverend Michael L. Lindvall who
was installed on October 27, 2002 as only its
13th installed pastor. Rev. Lindvall has made
education a center of his ministry at the
church, recognizing that parishioners may
have less exposure to the Bible, theology or
the history and governance of the church than
they once did. Accordingly, educational pro-
grams such as the Children’s Sunday Church
School, youth programs, and adult education
are critically important to The Brick Church.

Over the centuries, Brick Church has as-
sisted in educating poor children, supported
immigrant congregations and settlement
houses, and worked to improve the neighbor-
hood. Before the Civil War, leaders of the con-
gregation were outspoken abolitionists who
condemned slavery and corruption. Members
of the Brick Church have support the Deacon
Ministries and Grants program that helps over
22,000 people annually. Members also volun-
teer for a wide variety of community-based or-
ganizations that tutor young people, help
homebound seniors, serve the homeless and
help the formerly incarcerated make a fresh
start.

A number of The Brick Church’s clergy have
made significant contributions to sacred music,
including Revs. Van Dyke, Babcock, Merrill
and Wolfe. In addition, Clarence Dickinson
provided outstanding musical leadership along
with Helen Dickinson, who founded the School
of Sacred Music at Union Theological Semi-
nary in New York City. Today, Keith S. Toth,
a graduate of the Oberlin and Juilliard Schools
of Music, carries on the church’s fine tradition
of musical excellence.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring The Brick Church for providing a
spiritual home to New Yorkers for 250 years.
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ABBY HOUSE WINS TEXAS
HISTORY ESSAY CONTEST

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 15, 2017

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Abby House of Needville, TX, for
being the grand-prize winner of the Save
Texas History essay contest in the seventh
grade division.

The statewide contest is sponsored by the
Texas General Land Office’s Save Texas His-
tory program. The essay students were asked
to write was, “What history in your community,
or in Texas, is worth saving?” Abby wrote
about the storied history of the Imperial Sugar
building in Sugar Land, TX. The students’ es-
says were judged based off of how compelling
their story was, how useful and interesting the
facts were, grammar, spelling and organiza-
tion. For winning the grand-prize, Abby re-
ceived numerous prizes from the San Antonio
Tourism Council, from Six Flags Fiesta Texas
tickets, to tickets to the San Antonio Zoo, and
more. She is currently a seventh grader at
Needbville Junior High School.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Abby House for winning the grand-prize of
the Save Texas History essay contest. We're
proud to have her represent TX—22 and look
forward to seeing her future accomplishments.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 15, 2017

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, due to illness, |
was unable to vote on roll call votes 138
through 158. Had | been present, | would have
voted: nay on roll call number 138; nay on roll
call number 139; aye on roll call number 140;
aye on roll call number 141; aye on roll call
number 142; aye on roll call number 143; aye
on roll call number 144; aye on roll call num-
ber 145; aye on roll call number 146; aye on
roll call number 147; nay on roll call number
148; aye on roll call number 149; aye on roll
call number 150; aye on roll call number 151;
nay on roll call number 152; aye on roll call
number 153; aye on roll call number 154; aye
on roll call number 155; aye on roll call nhum-
ber 156; aye on roll call number 157; and nay
on roll call number 158.

—————

COMMEMORATING THE 24TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE BANGLADESH
ASSOCIATION OF FLORIDA’S
ASIAN FOOD FAIR & CULTURAL
SHOW

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 15, 2017
Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Bangladesh Association of Florida.

For 24 years, this fine organization has pre-
sented the Asian Food Fair & Cultural Show in
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Palm Beach County. This annual program is
eagerly awaited by citizens around South Flor-
ida for its exciting and diverse performances
of singing, dancing, acrobatics and food from
many Asian nations.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to have been in-
volved with the people of the Bangladesh As-
sociation of Florida since the inception of this
wonderful program. It is one of the cultural
highlights of every year. It is widely appre-
ciated and greatly enjoyed by everyone who
experiences its variety of entertainment. We
are fortunate to have it on our schedule of
great events, and | thank the Bangladesh As-
sociation for bringing it to us.

————

KOPFER TROMBONE SKILLS
RANKED FIRST IN STATE

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 15, 2017

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Benjamin Kopfer of Fort Bend,
TX, for being ranked first in state for playing
bass trombone.

On top of being ranked first in state, Ben-
jamin, a sophomore at Fort Bend Christian
Academy (FBCA), was invited to participate in
the Texas Private School Music Educators As-
sociation All-State Band for the second year in
a row. It's rare for a sophomore to be invited
to play with the All-State Band, let alone a
sophomore who played the year before as
well. When not amazing audiences with his
musical talents, Benjamin also plays on the
FBCA baseball team.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Benjamin for being ranked first in state. We
are extremely proud of him and look forward
to him achieving the All-State Band again next
year.

————————

HOUSE REPUBLICANS FULFILL
PROMISE

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 15, 2017

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, last week, House Republicans delivered on
the promise to make the health care system
work for American families by introducing the
American Health Care Act. This legislation
puts the patient first, not the government.

Families in the Second Congressional Dis-
trict and across the country have experienced
how Obamacare has failed. Obamacare de-
stroyed jobs, increased premiums, and pre-
sented people with fewer health care choices.
The American Health Care Act is a real solu-
tion to ending the Obamacare failure.

The bill specifically protects those with pre-
existing conditions, allows young adults to re-
main on their parent’s insurance until they are
26, and provides a stable transition to a sys-
tem of lower costs and increased options.

| appreciate Ways and Means Committee
Chairman KEVIN BRADY, Chairman GREG WAL-
DEN of Energy and Commerce, and Speaker
PAUL RYAN for their dedication and remarkable
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leadership. This is a positive first step that will
advance health care for all Americans, as
championed by President Donald Trump and
Office of Management and Budget Director
Mick Mulvaney, with HHS Secretary Tom
Price.

In conclusion, God Bless Our Troops. We
will never forget September 11th in the Global
War on Terrorism.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE
SUPERFUND REINVESTMENT ACT

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 15, 2017

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today,
joined by 14 original cosponsors, | am pleased
to reintroduce the Superfund Reinvestment
Act. This legislation would provide much need-
ed funding to clean up toxic waste sites
throughout the United States and relieve the
financial burden of cleanup that is currently
shouldered by the American taxpayers.

There are more than 1,100 severely polluted
Superfund sites across the United States that
approximately 49 million Americans live within
three miles of. These contaminated sites harm
air and water quality and threaten the eco-
nomic and social vitality of vulnerable commu-
nities. These communities can be exposed to
toxins such as arsenic, benzene, PCBs, mer-
cury, and a wide range of solvents, which can
lead to health problems such as infertility, low
birth weight, birth defects, leukemia, and res-
piratory difficulties.

The Superfund program was originally cre-
ated in 1980 to clean up these contaminated
sites help reduce exposure to the health risks
and fears that come from living close to toxic
waste. Unfortunately, at approximately 30 per-
cent of Superfund sites known as orphan
sites, those responsible for the pollution can-
not be found or do not have the ability to pay,
so instead the federal government foots the
bill.

Originally, payments for orphan sites were
financed through taxes on chemicals, petro-
leum, and corporate income, which were de-
posited into the Superfund Liability Trust Fund.
This Fund ensured that those industries re-
sponsible for pollution pay for the remediation
of sites where there is no responsible party.
These taxes expired in 1995 and were not re-
authorized. As a result, the Trust Fund has
been depleted and the funding for the cleanup
of orphan sites has shifted primarily to general
funds.

The Superfund Reinvestment Act would re-
instate taxes on the petrochemical industry to
fund the cleanup of hazardous waste sites
across the country. It would make sure that
polluters, not taxpayers, are paying for clean-
up of orphan sites. The bill includes excise
taxes of $.163 per barrel on crude oil or re-
fined oil products and taxes ranging from $.51
to $11.35 per ton on certain chemicals. The
bill would reinstate a corporate environmental
income tax of .12 percent on a corporation’s
modified alternative minimum taxable income
that exceeds $3.735 million. This legislation
would expand the definition of oil to include
unconventional crude oil sources, such as tar
sands and oil shale. This legislation also
would guarantee that money from the Trust
Fund is only spent on Superfund cleanups.
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